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CS/SB 64 — Reclaimed Water 
by Environment and Natural Resources Committee and Senator Albritton 

The bill requires domestic wastewater utilities that dispose of effluent, reclaimed water, or reuse 

water by surface water discharge to: 

 Submit a plan to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to eliminate 

nonbeneficial surface water discharges by November 1, 2021;  

 Fully implement the plan to eliminate discharges by January 1, 2032; and 

 If no plan is timely submitted or approved, eliminate discharges by January 1, 2028. 

 

The bill requires DEP to submit a report to the Legislature by December 31, 2021, and annually 

thereafter, providing the average gallons per day that discharges are reduced, the average gallons 

per day of discharges that will continue, the level of treatment discharged water receives, and 

any modified or new plans submitted by a utility since the last report.  

 

The bill does not apply to domestic wastewater treatment facilities in certain areas with limited 

fiscal resources and those operated by certain mobile home park operators. 

 

The bill authorizes discharges that are being beneficially used or otherwise regulated, including:  

 Discharges associated with an indirect potable reuse project;  

 Permitted wet weather discharge;  

 Discharges into a stormwater management system, which are subsequently withdrawn for 

irrigation purposes;  

 Utilities that operate domestic wastewater treatment facilities with reuse systems that 

reuse at least 90 percent of a facility’s annual average flow; or  

 Discharges that provide direct ecological or public water supply benefits. 

 

The bill also: 

 Specifies that potable reuse is an alternative water supply, for purposes of making reuse 

projects eligible for alternative water supply funding; 

 Incentivizes the development of potable reuse projects; 

 Incentivizes residential developments that use graywater technologies; and 

 Specifies the total dissolved solids allowable in aquifer storage and recovery in certain 

circumstances. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law. 

Vote:  Senate 32-0; House 118-0 
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HB 169 — Purchase of Commodities and Services by Water Management 
Districts 
by Rep. Maggard and others (SB 952 by Senator Burgess) 

The bill expressly authorizes water management districts to purchase commodities and 

contractual services from the purchasing contracts of the following entities: 

 Special Districts 

 Municipalities 

 Counties 

 Other political subdivisions 

 Educational institutions 

 Other states 

 Nonprofit entities 

 Purchasing cooperatives 

 The federal government 

 

The purchasing contract of the other entity must have been procured pursuant to competitive bid, 

request for proposal, request for qualification, competitive selection, or competitive negotiation. 

The purchasing contract must otherwise be in compliance with general law and must be procured 

by a process that meets the procurements requirements of the water management district. The bill 

excludes from the authorization services by professionals in the fields of architecture, 

professional engineering, landscape architecture, or registered surveying and mapping. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 117-1 
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HB 217— Conservation Area Designations 
by Reps. Hunschofsky, Overdorf, and others (SB 588 by Senators Book, Ausley, Garcia, Hutson, 

Mayfield, Simpson, Albritton, Baxley, Bean, Berman, Boyd, Bracy, Bradley, Brandes, Brodeur, 

Broxson, Burgess, Cruz, Diaz, Farmer, Gainer, Gibson, Gruters, Harrell, Hooper, Jones, 

Passidomo, Perry, Pizzo, Polsky, Powell, Rodrigues, Rodriguez, Rouson, Stargel, Stewart, 

Taddeo, Thurston, Torres, and Wright) 

The bill designates the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area, which 

consists of sovereignty submerged lands and state waters offshore of Broward, Martin, Miami-

Dade, and Palm Beach Counties from the St. Lucie Inlet to the northern boundary of the 

Biscayne National Park, as the “Kristin Jacobs Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area.”  

 

The bill directs the Department of Environmental Protection to erect suitable markers 

designating the conservation area. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 119-0 
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CS/CS/HB 223 — Marina Evacuations 
by State Affairs Committee; Pandemics and Public Emergencies Committee; and Rep. Plasencia 

and others (SB 578 by Senator Wright) 

Upon the issuance of a hurricane watch that affects the waters of marinas located in a deepwater 

seaport, the bill prohibits vessels under 500 gross tons from remaining in the waters of such 

marinas that have been deemed not suitable for refuge during a hurricane. The bill requires that 

vessel owners promptly remove their vessels from the waterways upon an evacuation order 

issued by the deepwater seaport.  

 

A marina owner, operator, employee, or agent (marina owner), is required to remove the vessel, 

if reasonable, from its slip, if the Coast Guard Captain of the Port sets the port condition to 

“Yankee” and a vessel owner has failed to remove his or her vessel. The marina owner may 

charge the vessel owner a reasonable fee for removing the vessel. “Yankee” means that gale 

force winds (39-54 miles per hour) from a tropical or hurricane force storm are predicted to make 

landfall at the port within 24 hours, the port is closed to inbound traffic, and vessel traffic control 

measures are in effect on vessel movements within the port. 

 

The bill provides that a marina owner may not be held liable for any damage to the vessel from a 

hurricane and is held harmless for removing the vessel. The bill provides that after a hurricane 

watch has been issued, if a vessel owner has not removed the vessel pursuant to an order from 

the seaport, the owner may be fined by the deepwater seaport. 

 

The bill does not provide immunity to a marina owner for any damage caused by intentional acts 

or negligence when removing a vessel. The bill does not require a deepwater seaport to issue an 

order to evacuate vessels or fine a vessel owner that has failed to remove the vessel. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 116-0 
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SB 524 — Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Trust Funds 
by Senator Hooper 

The bill revises several of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (FWC) trust funds 

to allow the agency to use trust fund revenues for administrative costs and to specifically 

authorize the investment of funds within the State Treasury. The bill codifies FWC’s existing 

practices. 

 

The following trust funds are amended to allow for the use of trust fund revenues for 

administrative costs: 

 Florida Panther Research and Management Trust Fund; 

 Save the Manatee Trust Fund; and 

 Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund. 

 

The following trust funds are amended to authorize the investment of funds into the State 

Treasury: 

 Florida Panther Research and Management Trust Fund; 

 Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund; 

 Nongame Wildlife Trust Fund; 

 State Game Trust Fund; 

 Save the Manatee Trust Fund; and 

 Invasive Plant Control Trust Fund. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 115-0 
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CS/CS/SB 694 — Waste Management 
by Appropriations Committee; Community Affairs Committee; and Senators Rodrigues and 

Perry 

The bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to review and update its 

2010 report analyzing the need for new or different regulation of auxiliary containers, wrappings, 

or disposable plastic bags. DEP must submit the updated report to the Legislature no later than 

December 31, 2021. 

 

The bill amends requirements for a local government that provides solid waste collection 

services which displace a private waste company, prohibiting the private company from 

continuing to provide the same service. The local government must provide three yearsô notice to 

the private company before engaging in such services. At the end of the three-year notice period, 

the local government must pay the displaced company an amount equal to the companyôs 

preceding 18 monthsô gross receipts for the displaced service in the displacement area. The local 

government and the displaced company may voluntarily negotiate a different notice period or 

amount of compensation. The bill does not apply to any displacement where the local 

government provided the three yearsô notice on or before December 31, 2020. 

 

The bill provides that a private solid waste or debris management service provider is not required 

to collect storm-generated yard trash, unless otherwise specified in a contract or franchise 

agreement between a local government and a private solid waste or debris management service 

provider. The bill defines ñstorm-generated yard trash.ò  

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2021. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 112-2 
 

 

 


